CHAP. XI.]       SAT-ASAT (BEING- AND NOT-BEINO).            191
and ephemeral Universe, which having no independent reality of its
own, came to be called asat1 (unreal).
But since there is no object in the Universe in which the sat is not
present, the entire Universe is known as constituted by the synthesis,
combination or conjunction of sat and asat2, (chit-jada-granthi).
Brahma itself is sat-asat (sadasat) in this view of the matter. 6{ Both
sat and asat exist within God."3
It must also be remembered that while Brahma embraces within
it both the sat and asat, it is beyond them likewise. " The Purmha,
having compassed, the earth, on every side, stands ten fingers' breadth
beyond^; " 0 Thou, Mahdtman! Thou art that which is and that
which is not and that which is beyond them.3'3
It is thus both Iraraanexit and Transcendent; this is suggestive
of the Panentheism of Krause and Baader.
In oilier words, while the Universe is bounded by that portion of
Brahma, so to speak, on which, it is manifested, Brahma itself is bounded
nowhere. It may be likened to a circle which has its centre every-
where, and circumference nowhere.
To sum up, then, in the initial stages of philosophic thought in
India, sat meant the visible Universe; and asat meant its invisible cause
or source ; this was called asat, not because it was noil-existent, in
fact, but because it was non-existent, as it were ( asadiva), The idam
(visible Universe) was called sat or, sometimes, satyam, m which
latter case, the highest Eeality—the root of all sensible existence, was
called, satyasya satyam, the truth of truths.
In later stages, sat meant the Eternal and Absolute Eeality, by
whatever other name called,, while asat meant the unreal manifesta-
tions of that Eeality upon Itself—unreal, because not independent
1 See Taitt. Up. 11, 6:—" He wished,
may I be many, may I grow forth. He
brooded over himself. After He had
thus brooded. He sent forth, all whatever
there is. Having sent forth. He entered
into it. Having entered it. He became
Sat (what is manifest) and Tyat (what
is not manifest). .....  . .   The
Sattya (true) became All This whatso-
ever and therefore the wise call it {Brah'
man} Sattya (the true)."
 3 See also Bhag. Git. XIII, 27.
8 Atharva Veda. X, 7—10.
Of. Bhag. Git. IX, 19 ^"Immorta-
lity and also death, 8cd and Asat, am
1. Arjuna." See also the same idea
in Prasn. Up. 11, 5; Mundak. Up. 11,
2. 1; bwet. Up. V, 1; Taitfe. Up. II, 6.
4 Pumsha iSukta quoted supra p. 18^.
5 Bhag. Git. XI, 37; XIH, 13.

